
Thimbleberry 

Rubus parviflorus 

English Holly 

Ilex aquifolium 

Found in: Low elevations in clearings, road edges and 

open forests.  

 

General: Grows up to 9 feet, forms dense thickets 

through an extensive network of rhizomes, raspberry 

like clusters of red juicy edible berries that are bland 

to sweet.   

 

Found in: Common in lowland forests and low 

elevations, it is shade tolerant. 

 

General: Invasive, non native but naturalized in many 

areas, large dense evergreen tree or shrub, grows 

up to 15-50 feet, leaves are dark glossy green with 

spines, the red berries are poisonous to humans.  



Thimbleberry Holly 



English Laurel  

Prunus laurocerasus 

English Ivy 

Hedera helix 

Found in: Urban parks, urban forests, and disturbed 

areas.  

General: Invasive, non native, fast growing, shade 

tolerant, shrub or tree, grows up to 30 feet. Leaves 

are dark green on top and pale on bottom with small 

white flowers and small purplish-black cone shaped  

poisonous fruits.  

Found in: Landscaped areas, disturbed forests, forest 

edges, fields, hedgerows, and coastal areas at a 

range of elevations, can grow in a variety of soil and 

light conditions.  

General: Extremely invasive, non native, evergreen 

vine, trails along the ground, grows up fences, 

trees, walls, and hillsides. Shiny green leaves with 

umbrella like groups of small yellow flowers. 

 



English Laurel   English Ivy 



Red Elderberry  

Sambucus racemosa 

Oregon Ash  

Fraxinus latifolia 

Found in: Stream banks, swampy thickets, moist 

clearings and open forests, seen from sea level to 

middle elevations.  

General: Shrub or small tree, grows up to 19 feet with 

soft compact twigs, white small flowers and red 

berries that are not edible when raw.  

 

Found in: Moist to wet soils at low elevations, often 

near streams or in other areas that are occasionally 

flooded.  

General: Medium sized, up to 82 feet tall, bark 

becomes greyish-brown, cracked and split with age.  



Red Elderberry Oregon Ash  



Oregon Grape 

Mahonia aquifolium 

Salal 

Gaultheria shallon 

Found in: Dry to fairly moist, open to closed forests at 

low to middle elevations.  

General: Stiff evergreen shrub, up to 2 feet tall, leaves 

are smoother than English Holly, bark is brownish, 

wood is yellowish, and berries are edible.  

 

Found in: Wet and dry forests, rocky bluffs, and 

seashores in low to medium elevations.   

General: Grows up to 10 feet tall, with hairy, 

branched stems, dark green leaves, dark edible 

berries and small flowers.  

 



Oregon Grape Salal 



Black Twinberry 

Lonicera involucrata 

Indian Plum 

Oemleria cerasiformis 

Found in: Moist forests, clearings, streamside habitats, 

swamps and thickets, at low to subalpine elevations.  

General: Grows up to 9 feet, light green leaves, yellow 

flowers in pairs, and shiny black ‘twin’ berries that 

are not edible.  

Found in: Dry to moist, open woods, streambanks, 

and open areas at low elevations.  

General: Shrub or small trees, grows up to 16 feet, 

one of the first plants to flower in spring, bark is 

purplish brown, the bitter berries are edible and 

contain a large pit.  



Black Twinberry  Indian Plum 



Red Huckleberry 

Vaccinium parvifolium 

Western Hemlock 

Tsuga heterophylla 

Found in: Coniferous forests, forest edges, canopy 

openings, in soils rich in decaying wood, often on 

stumps or logs, at low to middle elevations.  

General: Ridged shrub, grows up to 10 feet, bright 

green branches, smooth and slightly hairy, greenish 

yellow bell shaped flowers, bright red edible berries.  

 

Found in: Fairly dry to wet sites, adapted to grow on 

humus and decaying wood, shade tolerant, common 

from low to middle elevations.  

General: Grows up to 196 feet, has a drooping crown, 

rough reddish-brown bark, needles are yellowish 

green on top with two white lines on the underside.  



Red Huckleberry  Western Hemlock  



Oceanspray 

Holodiscus discolor 

Stinging Nettle 

Urtica dioica 

Found in: Dry to moist open sites, woods, thickets,  

clearings, logged areas, ravine edges, coastal bluffs, 

at low to middle elevations.  

General: Ridged with several main stems, grows up to 

13 feet, deciduous green leaves, cream colored tiny 

flowers.  

Found in: Meadows, thickets, streambanks, open 

forests, disturbed sites, roadsides, locally abundant 

from the lowlands to subalpine elevations.  

General: Perennial armed with stinging hairs, grows 

upright up to 9 feet from strong spreading rhizomes.  

DO NOT TOUCH! 



Oceanspray Stinging Nettle  



Salmonberry 

Rubus spectabilis 

 

 

Found in: Moist to wet places, forests and disturbed 

areas, often abundant along stream edges, avalanche 

tracks, and in wet logged areas; at low to subalpine 

elevations.    

General: Rigidly upright, up to 13 feet tall from 

branching rhizomes, often forming dense thickets; 

twigs are scattered with prickles; bark is golden 

brown, and appears to be shredded. 

 

Red Alder 

Alnus rubra 

Found in: Moist woods, stream banks, and recently 

cleared land.  

 

General: Grows up to 82 feet tall, bark is thin, grey, 

and smooth, often with white patches of lichens. 



Salmonberry Red Alder 



Found in: very dry to moist soils. 

 

General: grows up to 230 feet tall, green needles, dark 

gray-brown to reddish brown bark with deep 

grooves, cones are 3 inches long. 

Western Red Cedar 

Thuja plicata 

Found in: wet soils, shaded forests but also grows in 

drier forests.  

 

General: Grows up to 200 feet, branches tend to 

spread or droop slightly and bark is reddish brown.  

Douglas-Fir  

Pseudotsuga menziesii  



Douglas-Fir Western Red Cedar 



Found in:  

General:  

Big Leaf Maple  

Acer macrophyllum 

Found in: Dry to moist areas often in forests disturbed 

by fire, clearing, or logging. 

 

General: Grows up to 115 feet tall and often covered 

with mosses, lichens and ferns.  



 

Big Leaf Maple  


